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0 Prologue

Example 0.0.1. Let 2 € C, S(z2) > 0. Let ¢ = €*™* and define Ramanujan’s tau
function
Alz)=q- ] -qgH*.

This is one of the simplest examples of a modular form. Note that we can "multiply
out” the product above which leads us to

Az) =) 7(n)g"
neN
for some integers 7(n).
Facts 0.0.2.
(1) Known to Weierstrass, 1850:

AG) =212 A (—1)

z

(2) Ramanujan proved in 1916 that the integers 7(n) satisfy the equation

T(n) = Z d" mod 691.
dn

(3) Ramanujan also conjectured 7(nm) = 7(n)7(m) for n, m coprime. This was proved
by Mordell in 1917.

(4) In 1972 Swinnerton-Dyer proved 7(n) satisfies congruences like (2) modulo 2, 3, 5,
7, 23 and 691 but no other primes.

(5) Ramanujan conjectured in 1916 for p prime holds |7(p)| < 2 p''/2. This was proved
in 1974 by Deligne.

(6) The quantity
7(p)

2p11/2 € [_17 1]

is distributed in the interval [—1, 1] with density function proportional to v/1 — 2.
This was conjectured by Sato and Tate (1960s) and proved by Barnet-Lamb, Ger-
aghty, Harris and Taylor in 2009 using Bau Chau Ngo’s Fundamental Lemma which
got Ngo the 2010 Fields Medal.



Example 0.0.3. We now consider another modular form

f) =qJ -1 —g")?

—q—2¢ P +2 + P+ 285+ ...

= Z a(n)¢" ' witha(n) eN

n=1
We will later prove the following results:
Theorem.
1. We have a(mn) = a(m)(n) for all m,n > 1 with (m,n) = 1.
2. We have |a(p)| < 2,/p for all primes p.

It turns out that this modular form is closely related to the elliptic curve
E:Y?+Y =X? - X?-10X — 20.

For p prime, denote by N(p) the number of points on the elliptic curve in [F,. It is easy
to see heuristically tat N(p) ~ p.

Theorem. (Hasse) We have
lp = N(p)l <2Vp.

The theory of modular forms allows one to prove that the elliptic curve E and the
modular form f ‘correspond’ to each other in the following sense:

Theorem. For all primes p, we have

a(p) =p — N(p).

In particular, using the properties of the modular form f, we can easily calculate the
quantity N(p) for all p, so f ‘knows’ about the behaviour of the elliptic curve over F,,.
We say that the elliptic curve E is modular. It is generally not too difficult to attach
an elliptic curve to a modular form (this is called ”Eichler—Shimura”); however, it is
very difficult indeed to reverse this process, and this is the basis of Andrew Wiles’ work
on Fermat’s Last Theorem. The proof of this result was later completed by Breuil-
Conrad-Diamond-Taylor. I will talk a bit more about this when we discuss L-functions
of modular forms.



1 The modular group

1.1 The upper half-plane

Definition 1.1.1. Let # = {z € C: ¥(z) > 0} the upper half-plane.
Proposition 1.1.2. The special linear group SLy(R) = {A € GLy(R): det(A) =1}

acts on H via
a b az+b
Z = )
c d cz+d

Proof. For z € H is §(z) > 0 and either ¢ or d is nonzero, so cz + d # 0. Moreover

o faz+b _ 1 o D)5+ d
d(cz%—d) o 1 dP S ((az+b)(cz2+d)) .
Say z = x + iy for z,y € R.
(IZ+b 1 2 .
3 (cz = d) = 3( (az + b)(cxv—l— d) + acy® +i (ad — be) y)
R =1
~ 1 5 >0
ez +dJ? >
Therefore 22 € 7{ for any z € H, (2}) € SLy(R).
Also it is easy to check that (§9)z = z and A(Bz) = (AB)z for any z € H and for
any A, B € SLy(R). Thus SLy(R) acts on H. O

Note 1.1.3. The matrix (' %) € SLy(R) acts trivially on #, so the action of SLy(RR)
on H factors through the quotient PSLy(R) = SLy(R)/(£1), the projective special
linear group.

Definition 1.1.4. The automorphy factor is the function
j : SLQ(R) X H — (C,

a b
(g,2) = cz+d forg-(c d)

Proposition 1.1.5. For any k € Z, we can define a right action of SLs(R) on the set
of holomorphic functions H — C given by

(flrg) () =g, 2) 7" f(g2)

where f: H — C holomorphic, g = (‘; g) € SLy(R). We will call this the weight k
action.



Proof. Firstly we need to show that f|.g is a well-defined holomorphic function H — C.
But this is obvious since ¢z +d # 0 and gz € H for all z € H. Clearly also the
equation f|x1 = f holds. Therefore it remains to show (f|.g)|xh = f|r(gh) for arbitrary
g,h € SLy(R). The left hand side of the equation can be rewritten as

(flrg)lih = j(h, 2) ™" ((flrg)(h2))
= j(h, 2)™j(g, hz)~" f(g(hz))
and the right hand side results in
fle(gh) = j(gh, 2) ™ f((gh)2).

We already know (gh)z = g(hz). So it remains to show j(gh, z) = j(h, 2)j(g, hz). This
is the so called cocycle relation and can be checked easily. O]

1.2 The modular group

Definition 1.2.1. The modular group is the group

SLQ(Z) - {A = (Ccl Z) ; a, ba Cad € Z? det(A) = 1} :

The projective modular group is PSLy(Z) = SLo(Z)/(£1).
Theorem 1.2.2. (a) The group SLy(Z) is generated by S = (') and T = ({1).
(b) Every orbit of SLy(Z) acting on H contains a point of the set D defined by

D:{ZGH: —%g%(z)géand\2]21}.

(c) If z € D and gz € D for some g € SLy(Z), then either g = +1 and gz = z or z
lies on the boundary of D.

(d) The stabilizer of z € H in PSLy(Z) is trivial unless z is in the orbit of i or in the
orbit of p = e2™/3,

Proof. We will prove all of these statements in 4 steps using a very elegant argument of
Serre. Let G = SLy(Z) and G' = (S, T) < G.

Step 1. Every G’ orbit in ‘H contains a point of D.

Proof of Step 1. Let z € H. Since |cz+d| > |¢ $(z)| and |cz+d| > |c R(2)+d| there exist
only finitely many (¢, d) € Z* such that |cz+d| < 1. Recall S((254)z) = |cz+d| 72 S(2).
This implies there are only finitely many g € G’ such that I(gz) > 3(z). So the G’
orbit of z contains a point of maximal imaginary part. Let this point be z.

We can assume R(z) € [—3, 3] since Tz = z + 1. Moreover ¥(Sz) = [2|~2 $(z). Bu
z is a point of maximal imaginary part in the orbit of G’, so we get |2|72 3(2) < S(2
implying |z| > 1. Thus z € D. Clearly this proves part (b) of the theorem.

-+
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Step 2. If z € D and gz € D, where g € GG, then one of the following holds:
1. g==+Id
2. g==+Sand |z|=1
3. g==4T and R(z) = —3, or g = £T" and R(z) = 5

4. g=xST =29 )or g =478 =£(P ') org=+x5T"'S ==+(19)
and z = p

ot

.g==TS = j:(l_ol) or g =+ST ! = j:(?j) or g=+5TS = j:(jl ,01) and
z=p+1

Proof of Step 2. Let z € D and g = (‘;2) € G such that 2/ = gz € D. Being free
to replace ¢ by ¢! and 2 by 2’ we can assume that $(z') > (z). Again recalling
S(gz) = |ez +d| 72 3(z) we gain |cz + d| < 1. Furthermore we have

V3

ez +d) 2 |e] 3(2) 2 |e] 3(p) = Ll

Thus |¢] <2/v3<2. Asc € Z we get c=0or c = +1.

e Let ¢ =0. Since 1 > |cz+d| = |d| we have d =0ord=+1. Butc=d =01is
impossible. So d = +1 and hence a = 1. Therefore g = (%! ) is the translation
by b. But since

11
R(z), R —=, =
()R € |55
this implies that b = 0 or b = +1. So either g = £Id (case 1) or ¢ = £7T and
R(z) = —3 or g=+T""and R(z) = L.

e Let ¢ = 1. Assuming |d| > 2 leads to the following contradiction:

1>ecz+dl=lz+d > |d —R(z) > |d — = >

N | —
DO

Thus we have d =0 or d = %1.

Let d = 0. Then 1 > |cz + d| = |z|. On the other hand |z| > 1 as z € D and
therefore |z| =1 (cases 2, 4 or 5 — exercise sheet 1).

Let d = 1. Then 1 > |z + 1|. This is only possible for z € D if z = p (exercise).
Since a — b = 1, we deduce that wither (a,b) = (1,0) or (a,b) = (0,—1) (case 4).

Analogue d = —1 implies z = p+ 1 (case 5).
e The case ¢ = —1 is analogous to the case ¢ = 1.

Since there are no further cases this shows Step 2 (it remains to check the matrices in
case 4 and 5 — see exercise sheet 1) and therefore part (c) of the theorem. O



Step 3. Let z € D such that the stabilizer G, of z is not £Id. Then z =i, z = p or
z=p+1

Proof of Step 3. This follows directly from Step 2 by checking gz = z for all possible
g’s. Step 3 proves part (d) of the theorem. ]

Step 4. It remains to show that SLy(Z) is generated by S and T

Proof of Step 4. Let g € G and let z be an arbitrary point of the interior of D. Then
gz € H and by Step 1 exists ¢’ € G’ such that ¢'(gz) € D. Moreover Step 2 implies that
either ¢'g € {£1d} or z is on the boundary of D which is by assumption not the case.
Thus either ¢'g = Id or ¢'g = —Id. Since S? = —Id € G’, we deduce that g € G, so
SLy(Z) is generated by S and T'. This proves part (a) of the theorem. ]

Therefore the theorem is proved. O

Remark 1.2.3. We have seen in the proof of Theorem 1.2.2 that SLy(Z) is generated
by the elements S and 7. These satisfy the relations

St=1Id (ST)’ =52

and one can show that these generate all the relations, i.e. that
(S,T|S* S*(ST)?)

is a presentation of the group SLo(Z).

Remark 1.2.4. The set D is called the fundamental domain. The figure below
represents D itself and the transforms of D by some group elements of SLy(Z). Part (c)
of the theorem shows that two sets gD and ¢'D where g, ¢ € SLy(Z) are either equal
(if ¢ = £g) or only intersect along their edges. Furthermore part (a) implies that H is
covered by the sets {gD: g € SLo(Z)}: they form a tesselation of H.

¥ T
o3
STS ST-1S
-1 +1



1.3 Modular forms and modular functions

Definition 1.3.1. A weakly modular function of weight £ and level 1 is a mero-
morphic function H — C such that f|a = f for all o € SLy(Z), or equivalent

P = e 1)

for all z € H and for all (¢4) € SL»(Z).

Note 1.3.2. Since SLy(Z) is generated by the matrices S and T, it is sufficient to check
invariance under these two matrices, i.e. that

flz+1) = f(z2) and f(=1/2) = 2" f(2)
for all z € H.
Lemma 1.3.3. There are no nonzero weakly modular functions of odd weight.

Proof. Let k be odd and let f be a weakly modular function of weight k. As shown
in (2) we have f(z) = f(z + 1) for all z € H. Moreover we get f(z) = —f(z + 1) for
all z € H, since flx( o' Z1) = —f(-+1). So f(z) = —f(2) and thus f(z) = 0 for all
zeH. O]

Define the function

q: H—C,
z > exp(2miz).

Note 1.3.4. Now let f be weakly periodic of weight k. Then f is periodic with period
1, so it can be written in the form

f(z) = flexp(2miz)),
where f is a meromorphic function on the punctured unit disk
D*={qgeC:0<]q <1}

Note 1.3.5. The function f is defined by

Fo =1 (5E0)

211

Observe that the logarithm is multi-valued, but choosing a different value of the logar-

ithm is the same as adding an integer to lgiiq. The periodicity of f hence implies that

f(q) does not depend on the chosen value of the logarithm.



Note 1.3.6. Any weakly modular function can be written as

f2) =) and"

n=—oo

for some a, € C where ¢ = ¢™*; we call this the g-ezpansion of f. This is just the
Laurent series of f around ¢ = 0, which converges for 0 < |¢| < ¢ for ¢ sufficiently small
(& S(2) >0)

Definition 1.3.7.
e We say that f is meromorphic at oo if a,, = 0 for n < —N and some N € N.

e We say that f is holomorphic at co if a, = 0 for n < 0. In this case, we define the
value of f at oo to be f(oo) = f(0) = ao.

Definition 1.3.8. Let f be a weakly modular function of weight k£ and level 1.

1. If f is meromorphic on H U {oc} we say f is a modular function (of weight k
and level 1).

2. If f is holomorphic on H U {oo} we say f is a modular form (of weight & and
level 1).

3. If f is holomorphic on H U {oo} and f(co) = 0 we say f is a cuspidal modular
form or cusp form.

Note 1.3.9. If f and g are modular forms (resp. modular functions) of level 1 and
weights k& and ¢, then the product fg is a modular form (resp. modular function) of
weight k + /.

1.4 Eisenstein series

Definition 1.4.1. Let k£ > 4 even. Define the Eisenstein series of weight k£ to be
the function G: H — C given by

SN0 RN e — (1.1)

-
(m,n)€Z2\{0} (mz + TL)
Recall the following result from complex analysis:
Proposition 1.4.2. Let U be an open subset of C, and let (f,), > 0 be a sequence of

holomorphic functions on U that converges uniformly on compact subsets of U. Then
the limit function U — C is holomorphic.

10



Lemma 1.4.3. The series defining Gi(z) converges absolutely and uniformly on subsets
of H of the form
Rr,s - {I’—I—Zy |{E| <r,y= S}'

It hence converges to a holomorphic function on H.

Proof. Let z =z + 1y € R, ;. We have

Imz 4+ n? = (mx +n)?* + m?*y? > (mx +n)? + m2s>

For fixed m and n, we distinguish the cases |n| < 2r|m| and |n| > 2r|m|. In the first
case, we have

Imz +n|*> > m?s®> > S—2m2 + 8—2n2 > min —2, L (m® +n?).
== 222" = 2812

In the second case, the triangle inequality implies

2
1
imz +n|? > (|mx| — |n|)? + m?s* > <|%|) +m?s®> > min {1,52} - (m? +n?).

2
78}7

imz +n| > ?(m? + n*)Y? for all m,n € Z, 2 € R,

Combining both cases and putting

. [s? 2
¢c=min{ —

27 &2’

] =

we get the inequality

Hence for all z € R, 5, we have

1 1
Gr(z) < k2 Z (m? + n2)k/2°
(m,n)#(0,0)

We rearrange the sum by grouping together, for each fixed j = 1,2,3, ... all pairs (m,n)
with max{|m|, |n|} = j. We note that for each j there are 8;j such pairs (m,n), each of
which satisfies

72 <m?+n’
Hence
I =8 8 = 1
Gv(2)| < =% )) —=—% > ——
(2)] ok/2 ; kT k2 ;]kl

which is finite and independent of z € R, 5, so Gj(z) converges absolutely and uniformly
on R,s. Since every compact subset of H is contained in some R, ,, this finishes the
proof by Proposition 1.4.2. n

11



Remark 1.4.4. This proof clearly fails for £ = 2. One can show that for £ = 2, the
series (1.1) is conditionally but not absolutely convergent. We will come back to this
issue later in the course.

Proposition 1.4.5. For every even integer k > 4, the function Gy is a modular form
of weight k and level 1. The q-expansion of Gy is given by

Gute) =2 gy + Zak :

where (k) = Yo" | 2 (the Riemann zeta function) and o1 (n) = > din d1,

Proof. One easily checks that G (2 + 1) = Gi(z). Moreover, we have

1 1
() ¥
2] oy (M) 1)
1
-+ %
=z e —
_ k
(mmczgoy T 12)
= 2" Gi(2).

Hence Gi|pS = Gy and Gy |xT = Gy, so Gglra = Gy for all a € SLy(Z) by Theorem
1.2.2 (a). Thus Gy is a weakly modular function of weight k& and level 1.

It remains to show that Gy is holomorphic at oo. Therefore we will determine the
g-expansion of Gy. Consider the formula ) _, ZJ%n = 7 - cot(mz). Thus we obtain

1 2miz 1 9 >
%24—71 =m-cot(mz) =im <%) =T (1+—1) :m—Qm';q",

q_

where g = ¥

. Differentiating (k — 1) times with respect to z, and using that % =
27rz'q§q, leads to

—(k—1 o
R ()

nel

= —27i 2(2772'71)’“’1(1”
= —(2mi)* Z nFlg
n=1
(We are using here that k is even; for k odd we get an additional — sign.)

Hence we get
. E 1 27” E k 1 27rznz

nezZ

12



Now we can split up the original sum of the function G} into two parts, one where
m = 0 and one where m # 0. Afterwards we will simplify both parts using symmetry
(remember again that k is even) of the sums and the above formula:

G = Y g+ Y Y

nEZ\{O} meZ\{O} nEZ
=2 Z 2 Z Z (mz 4 n)k
n:l m=1 nezZ

k)+22tk(mz)
ZQC(IC)—}— Z k Z k—1 p2minmz
— 2(k) + )> N

m=1 n=1

From there we obtain the proposed g-expansion by resorting the last sum:

Giz) = 2 (k) + 22T S S gy

=1 d|l
—_——
grp—1(l)

And since G}, has a g-expansion without any negative powers of ¢, GG;. is holomorphic at
00. Thus Gy, is indeed a modular form. O

Definition 1.4.6. The Bernoulli numbers are the rational numbers By, for £ > 0,
defined by the equation

By,
ETOESRP I

Remark 1.4.7. The Bernoulli numbers are of great importance in mathematics. Barry
Mazur once said: “When a Bernoulli number sneezes, the tremors can be felt in all of
mathematics.”

Lemma 1.4.8. We have
By #0 & k=1 ork is even.

Proof. Exercise sheet 2. O
Example 1.4.9. The first few non-zero Bernoulli numbers
1 1 1 1
By = Bj=—-. By=-. By=——. Bs=—
0 07 1 9 ’ 2 6 ) 4 3 ) 6 49 y
1 5 691
=——, Bijg=—, Bp=-
8 307 10 667 12

2730

13



Lemma 1.4.10. If k > 2 is an even integer, then

(k) == (Q;Ti-)kfgk

Proof. Exercise sheet 2. m

Definition 1.4.11. Let £ > 4 be even. The normalised Eisenstein series of weight &
is given by

1.5 The valence formula

Definition 1.5.1. Let f # 0 be a meromorphic function H — C and let P € H. The
unique integer n such that (z—P)~" f(z) is holomorphic and non-vanishing at P is called
the order of f at P and denoted by vp(f). We say f has a zero of order n at P if
n is positive, and f has a pole of order n at P if n is negative.

Definition 1.5.2. Consider the Laurent expansion of f around P

f(z) =) ealz = P)".

n>ng
Then the residue of f at P is Resp(f) =c_; € C.

Lemma 1.5.3. If f is meromorphic around a point P, then

Resp(f/f') = vp(f).
Proof. Exercise. O
We recall without proof the following results from complex analysis:

Theorem 1.5.4. (Cauchy’s integral formula) Let g be a holomorphic function on an
open subset U C C and let C' be a contour in U. Then for each P € U, we have

/ngi—zzjdz = 2mi - g(P).

Corollary 1.5.5. Let C(P,r,«) be an arc of a circle of radius r and angle o around a
point P. If g is holomorphic at P, then

: 9(2) :
1 ———dz=ai-g(P).
Tg% C(Pra) # — P T g( )

(Here, we integrate counterclockwise.)

14



The following result relates the contour integral of the logarithmic derivative of f to
the orders of f at the interior points:

Theorem 1.5.6. (Argument principle) Let f be a meromorphic function on an open
subset U C C, and let C' be a contour in U not passing through any zeros or poles of f.

Then (2)
/cf(z) dz = 2mi Z vp(f).

Peint(C)

Note 1.5.7. By Lemma 1.5.3, we have

/C f/((;) dz = 2mi Z Resp(f'/f). (1.2)

f Peint(C)

Corollary 1.5.8. Let C(P,r,«) be an arc of a circle of radius r and angle o around a
point P. If f is meromorphic at P, then

lim '(2)

r—0 C(Pyr,a) f(Z)

dz = ai - vp(f).

Now assume that f is a weakly modular funktion (of weight k& and level 1).

Remark 1.5.9. Since f|ra = f for all a € SLy(Z), we have v,p(f) = v,(f). Hence
vp(f) is well-defined for P being a SLo(Z) orbit in H.

Moreover, if f is meromorphic at co, we can define the order of f at oo by

voo(f) = wo(f).

The following theorem is fundamental for studying the spaces of modular forms:

Theorem 1.5.10. (The valence formula) Let f # 0 be a modularfunction of weight k
and level 1. Then f has finitely many SLy(7Z)-orbits of zeros and poles in H, and

velf) + 300) 30N + X () = 15, (1.3

2
Pew
where p = e*™/3 and W is the set of all SLy(Z)-orbits in H except the orbits of i and p.

Proof. Recall the fundamental domain from 1.2.2 and let C be the contour as shown in
the figure below. Here S(A) = $(E) = R (we will later let R — 400) and the three
small circles have radius r. We assume that R is sufficiently large and r sufficiently small
that the interior of C contains all the zeros and poles of f except those at i, p, p+ 1 and
00.

Simplifying assumption: We assume for simplicity f has no zeros or poles on the
boundary of the fundamental domain, except possibly at i and p. (In the case where it
does contain zeros or poles of f, the contour has to be modified using additional small

arcs going around these zeros or poles in the counterclockwise direction.)
f'(2)
f()

We will now calculate fc dz in two different ways and compose the results after-

wards.

15



B

(1) Computing the integral using Theorem 1.5.6, we get

/C §(<>>d =2ri > wp(f)=2mi Y vp(f),

Pcinterior(C) pPew

where W is the set described in the stated theorem. The last equality is satisfied
by the simplifying assumption, so the interior of the fundamental domain contains
exactly one representative of every pole or zero SLy(Z)-orbit of H.

(2) Secondly, we estimate the integral by splitting up the contour in 8 parts. Let C;

16

be the part from F to A, Cy be the part from A to B, and so on, such that in the
end Cg is the part from D’ to E.

(i) Note that since f is a modular function, we have f(z) = f(z+1). Hence also
f'(z) = f'(z+ 1), and we have

MOy [ LD, [ IO,
Cs

6 10T TE+ ) (2)

SO

gy [ TG,
S TE R e R

(i) Now we consider C; and change the variable by ¢(z) = ¢*"#. This maps C; to
a clockwise oriented circle around the origin with radius e~2™  Furthermore
we have f(z) = f(q(2)), thus f'(2) = f'(q(2)) ¢'(z) and since f is a modular



function, f is meromorphic at 0. Therefore

1@, [ Paede)

o f(2) ) q(z))
[(q)

ac f(q)

= —2mi Resy (L)
f

= =27 ’Uo(f)
= =27 Voo (f).

~

(iii) Cs is half of a circle around i. We deduce from Corollary 1.5.8 that

| f 1
l1_r>r(1) =—— 27?2 vi(f).
Similarly we get
: flz), 1, .
ll_I)I(l) ) dz = ~5 271 v,(f)
: f'(2) L, L,
71}3(1) ) dz = ~5 2mi v (f) = ~5 211 v, (f).
(iv) So it remains to study Cs and Cg. Therefore consider u(z) = —1. This maps

Cs to —C,4 and we have f(2) = 27%f(u(2)), hence
['(2) = =k f(ul(2) + 278 (u(2)u' (2).

So
f'(2) J'(u(2)u'(2)
R [T [ ey
_ 2mik f’(u)d
12 w(Ca) f(u)
_ 2mik f(u )du
12 s f(u)
and thus
HOPR A PR

z =
e f(2) ¢ f(2) 12
Composing (i) to (iv) ylelds

[ £ i o (ﬁ — S0 ) — gulf) - voo(f)) -

Combining this with the result in (1) gives us exactly the proposed formula. m
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1.6 Applications to modular forms

The valence formula provides some interesting consequences to spaces of modular forms
which we will investigate below.

Definition 1.6.1. Let M; be the set of all modular forms of weight k£ and level 1 and
let Sk be the set of all cusp forms of weight k and level 1.

Remark 1.6.2. It can be easily checked that these are both vector spaces over C.
Lemma 1.6.3.

(a) My = {0} fork <0 and k = 2.

(b) Sy = {0} for k < 12.

(¢) My is the set of all constant functions H — C and thus isomorphic to C.

Proof. (a) Let f € My, f #0. Then v,(f) > 0 for all z € HU{oo}. So by the valence
formula we get k > 0. Moreover a sum of non-negative integer multiples of % and
% can’t equal %. Thus k # 2.

(b) Let f € Sk, f # 0. Then v (f) > 1, hence k > 12 by valence formula.

(c) Let f € My. Then the constant function g := f(00) is also in My, so f — g € Sy
and therefore f = g since Sy = {0}.
]

Definition 1.6.4. Define
_ E{ - E§

1728

Remark 1.6.5. In the prologue of this lecture we defined A = ¢ - [], (1 — ¢™)*. We
will prove later that this is indeed the same A as the one in Definition 1.6.4.

Note 1.6.6. Since E; and Eg are modular forms of weight 4 and 6, respectively, A is
a modular form of weight 12. Since the g-expansion has zero constant coefficient, it is
indeed a cusp form.

Lemma 1.6.7. The modular form A has a simple zero at oo and no other zeros.

Proof. Using the known g-expansions of F4 and Ejg, one can compute the g-expansion
of A as

A = q — 24 4 252¢° — 1472¢* + 4830¢° — 6048¢° — 16744¢" + . . .,

so A has a simple zero at co. Now since A is a modular form, all the quantities v, (A)
occurring in Theorem 1.5.10 are non-negative, so the only way to get equality is if there
are no zeros apart from the one at oco. ]

18



Proposition 1.6.8. S5 is one-dimensional over C and spanned by A.

Proof. Let f € S5 and define a function g by

o) = 1) = F A

This function is well-defined since A does not vanish on H, so A(i) # 0. Clearly g € Sio
and g(i) = 0. Using the valence formula yields

1

el9) + 5i0) + 30pl0) + D lg) = 1

But this is a contradiction since v, (g) > 1 and v;(g) > 1. Therefore g has to be zero

and
f(3)
A(i)

f=2YAecC- A

Corollary 1.6.9.

1. For all k € Z, the map
My — Sky12, [ [-A

1S an isomorphism.
2. For k > 4 we have My, = Sy, @ (C - E}).

Proof. The first statement is trivial for £ < 0 since then My = Sii112 = {0} by Lemma
1.6.3 (a), (b). Solet £ > 0. As A is non-vanishing the given map is clearly an injection.

Now let g € Spi12. Then £ is weakly modular of weight (K + 12) — 12 = k and

holomorphic on H since A is non-vanishing. Furthermore v, (g) > 1 by assumption, so

Voo (%) = UOO(Q) - UOO(A) = UOO(Q) -1>0.

So 4 € M. Therefore the given map is also onto, thus bijectiv.

For the second part of the corollary we just have to note that S is the kernel of the
linear map M — C, f +— f(oc0). Thus we have dim(M/Sk) < 1. On the other hand
we know that ), € M, \ Sk since Ek(OO) 7é 0. So M, = Sk D ((C Ek) ]

Theorem 1.6.10.
(a) The space My is finite dimensional over C for all k € 7Z.
(b) Let k >0 even. Then

1+ |&£], k#2 mod 12,
\_kj, k=2 mod 12.

12

Otherwise My = {0}.
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(c) A basis for My, is given by {ESES: a,b € Ny, 4a + 6b = k}.

Proof.  (a) This is a consequence of part (b).

(b)

20

We will prove this by induction on k. First of all note that the statement is clear
for odd k since there aren’t any nonzero weakly modular functions of odd weight.
Moreover we already know that dim(M,) = 1, dim(M;) = 0 and dim (M) = 0
for £ < 0 by Lemma 1.6.3 (a) and (c). In addition we have dim(My) = 1 for
k =4,...,10 since dim(M}) = dim(Sk) + 1 by Corollary 1.6.9 and S;, = {0} for
these k’s by Lemma 1.6.3 (b). Hence the statement is true for £k =0,. .., 10.

Let now k£ > 12. Then

since dim(Sy) = dim(Mj_12) by Corollary 1.6.9. So the statement is true for all k
by induction in steps of 12.

We will use again induction to prove the statement. Note that there is nothing to
show for odd k, k < 0 and k = 2 since in these cases My = {0}. The case k =0
is also trivial because M, is the set of all constant functions, hence generated by
1= EJEY.

Let now k£ > 4 be even. Obviously there is always a pair (a, b) such that a,b € Z>g
and 4a+ 60 = k. Pick such a pair. Let f € M. Then f can be written in the form

f=XE{E;+g

for some A\ € C and g € Sj since the modular form E¢E? is in M, and does not
vanish at infinity. So there is an h € Mj_15 such that g = h - A by corollary 1.6.9
and by induction we may assume h to be a linear combination of EjE{ where
r,s € ZL>o and 4r 4+ 65 = k — 12. Hence

E} — E?
A=p- A6
h h ( 1726 )

is a linear combination of E} " E$ and EjE;™ and since
Ar+3)+6s=4r+6(s+2) =k

the function h is a linear combination of EYE{ with 4p + 6¢g = k. So the linear
span of these functions contains g and hence also f. Therefore

M, = span{E{EL: a,b € Ny, 4a + 6b = k}.
To show that the given set is indeed a basis of M}, it suffices to check that
[{(a,b) € Z%,: 4a + 6b = k}| = dim(M,).

This can again be easily seen by induction in steps of 12 (exercise).



Example 1.6.11. For the first few values of k, the dimensions of M} and Sy are given
by

k  dim M, dimS,
0 1 0
2 0 0
4 1 0
6 1 0
8 1 0
10 1 0
12 2 1
14 1 0
16 2 1

Example 1.6.12. Both, £ and Eg are in Mg. But dim(Mg) = 1 by Theorem 1.6.10 (b).
Hence E? and Ey are linearly dependent and as both are 1 at infinity, we can conclude
that E? and Ej are equal. So

oo 2 oo
(1 + 240 Z Ug(n)q”> =FE}=FEg=1+1480 Z o7(n)q"
n=1

n=1

, SO
n—1
o7(n) = o3(n) + 120 Z os(m)os(n —m).
m=1
This is very hard to prove (or even conjecture!) without using the theory of modular
forms.

Example 1.6.13. From the theorem, we deduce that
M3y = CE3y & CAE3 ® CAFE.
I claim that another basis for the same space is given by
M3y = CE} ® CAE; ® CAER.

Note that these forms are linearly independent (exercise), so since dim(Mso) = 3, they
form a basis.

The following theorem is a very useful consequence of the fact that the spaces of
modular forms are finite-dimensional:

Theorem 1.6.14. Let f be a modular form of weight k and level 1 with g-expansion
> oo anq". Suppose that

aj=0  forallj=0,...,|k/12].

Then f = 0.
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Proof. Suppose that f # 0. Then the hypothesis implies that
Voo f) > |k/12] + 1 > k/12.

Hence the left-hand side of (1.3) is strictly greater than k/12, which gives a contradiction.
[l

Corollary 1.6.15. Let f,g be modular forms of the same weight k and level 1, with
q-expansions y -, anq™ and Y~ b,q", respectively. Suppose that

a; = b, forall j =0,..., |k/12].
Then f =g.

Corollary 1.6.15 is a very powerful tool: it allows us to conclude that two modular
forms are identical if we only know a priori that their g-expansions agree to a certain
finite precision.

1.7 The ¢-expansion of A

The aim of this section is to prove the product formula for the g-expansion of A. We
start with the following definition:

Definition 1.7.1. We define
1
G=> | > rrar
meZ \nez,(m,n)#0
and Fs(z) = 2 - Ga(2).
Lemma 1.7.2.

1. The series in Definition 1.7.1 is convergent, but not absolutely convergent, and
defines a holomorphic function on H!.

2. We have -
Go(z) = 2¢(2) — 87 Z o1(n)q".
n=1

Proof. 1. Exercise.

2. Argue as in the proof of proposition 1.4.5. O]
Proposition 1.7.3. The functions G5 and Es satisfies the transformation property

1
272G, (——) = Go(2) — 2miz, (1.4)

z

1 61
-2

Ey|—|=F - —. 1.5
< 2 ( z) 2(2) i ( )

Tt is not a modular form, however: it can’t be, since My = {0}.
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The proof of this result is based on the following lemma, which gives an example of
two double series that contain the same terms but sum to different values due to the
order of summation being different.

Lemma 1.7.4. For all z € H, we have

ZZ(szrn mz+1n+1) =0 (1.6)

m#0 nez

2.2 <mz+n mz +1n+ 1) - _?' (1.7)

neZ m#0

Proof. We start with the sum

Z ( 1 B 1 )_ 1 B 1
NN mz+n mz+n+1 mz—N mz+ N

Using this, we compute the inner sum of (1.6) as

1 1 1 1
— = 1li - 1.8
Z(mz—i—n mz—i—n—l—l) et Z (mz+n mz—i—n—l—l) (18)

neZ —N<n<N
1 1

= [ 1.9

ngéo mz—N  mz + N’ (1.9)

=0, (1.10)

which implies (1.6).
The proof of the second formula is more complicated, and I will not give the proof
here. For a reference, see Serre’s ” A course in Arithmetic”. O

We can now prove Proposition 1.7.3:

Proof. Recall that

G +ZZ (mz +n)?

m##0 EZ

Subtracting (1.6) and simplifying, we obtain the alternative expression

Gl +ZZ (mz +n)? mz+n+1) (111)

m#0 n€Z

Also, we have

272Gy (—1/2) = 2¢(2) —2+ZZ CEREnE (1.12)

m#0 n€Z
+ZZ s (1.13)
meZ n#0
)+ (1.14)
;n;) mz—i—n
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note that in the second equality we just relabelled the parameters, but did not change
the order of summation.
Subtracting (1.7) and simplifying, we obtain

271
-2 o
272Gy (— 1/z)—|——— +n§ezm§#0 (7 ) mz+n+1) (1.15)

and by imitating the proof of Lemma 1.4.3 one can show that the sum on the right-hand
side is absolutely convergent. We can hence change the order of summation, and we see
that (1.15) is equal to (1.11). O

Corollary 1.7.5. The g-expansion of A is given by

A=gq H(l
n>1
Proof. Let D(z) = q[],>,(1 —¢™)*

Let D(z) = ¢-[[22, (1 — ¢™)* where ¢ = ™ as usual. We can check that this
product converges sufficiently fast for D to be defined and holomorphic on H. Evidently
D(z+1) = D(z) and D(z) — 0 as J(z) — 00. So to check that it is a modular form of
weight 12 (clearly cuspidal), it suffices to show that D(—1) = 2'?D(2). The result then
follow immediately, since we already know that Si5 is 1-dimensional.

Recall that % = 2m’q6%. Then

aaz(log(D( ) = 882; <log +Zz4log 1—¢ ))

n=1

_9
- 27rz—|—24z : ming”
—qn

= 2ri 1—24annzq7“>
= 2mi 1—24Zan )

n=1 r=0
=2mi|1— 24201(n)q )
n=1
= 2m EQ(Z)

Hence finally

% <1og (%1(/;)))) = ézm B, (—%) — g — 2mi Ey(2)

-5 (1) (7m0 2)
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So there is a constant A sucht that D(—2) = Az'2D(z) for all z € H. For z = i solves
this to D(i) = D(—3) = AD(i), and since D(i) # 0 we have A = 1, and therefore
D(—1) = 212D(2). O

z

We can now expand the product formula for A(z) as

Az) = ZT(n)q" for some 7(n) € Z.
n>1
Conjecture 1.7.6. (Ramanujan, 1916)
1. For m,n coprime, we have T(mn) = 7(m)71(n).
2. For p prime and n > 0, we have

n+1) n71>'

(") =1(p)T(P") — p'17(p

3. We have |7(p)| < 2p= for all primes p.

We will see a proof of properties 1) and 2) later in the course, in the section on Hecke
operators. Property 3) was proved by Deligne in 1974 as a consequence of his proof of
the Weil conjectures, for which he was awarded the Fields medal in 1978.
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2 Modular forms of higher level

The idea is to look at functions transforming nicely under subgroups of SLy(Z).

2.1 Congruence subgroups

Definition 2.1.1. For N € N define the subgroup

T(N) = {(ﬁ Z) € SLy(Z): <‘2 Z) _ (é ‘f) mod N}.

We will call this group the principal congruence subgroup of level N.

Note 2.1.2. I'(N) is the kernel of the group homomorphism induced by the reduction
map Z — Z/NZ:
x : SLa(Z) — SLo(Z/NZ).

It is hence a normal subgroup of finite index. (Ex: show that 7y is sujective. This
statement goes by the name of "strong approximation for SL,”. It can be shown to be
false for GLy(Z).)

Definition 2.1.3. A subgroup I' of SLy(Z) is called a congruence subgroup if there
exists N > 1 such that I'(N) C I'. The least such N is called the level of T'.

Lemma 2.1.4. Any congruence subgroup has finite index in SLy(Z).

Proof. 1t sufficies to show that [SLy(Z) : I'(N)] < oo for all N € N. But this is clear as
SLy(Z)/T(N) < SLy(Z/NZ) and SLy(Z/NZ) is finite. O

Remark 2.1.5. The converse to Lemma 2.1.4 is false. There exist finite index I' C
SLy(Z) which don’t contain I'(N) for any N. (For example there is one of index 7.) But
every finite index subgroup of SL,(Z) is congruence for n > 3. So SL, is quite unusual.
(Bass-Serre-Milnor theorem)

Definition 2.1.6. Other standard congruence subgroups of level N are given by

. mm—{(i Z) € SLy(Z): (‘CL Z) = (é T) mod N},
e ={ (¢ 0) esta@i (¢ 0) = (5 1) moan}.
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Note 2.1.7. We have a chain of inclusions
[(N) CTi(N) CTo(N) C SLy(Z).
These inclusions are in general strict; however, all of them are equalities for N = 1, and
[o(2) =T'1(2).
Lemma 2.1.8. For N > 1, we have

TV(V) TN = N, [To(M) - T3 ()] = N ] (1 - }?) |

pIN
1
[SLa(Z) : To(M)] = N[ (1+= ).
PIN ( p)

Definition 2.1.9. Let I" be a congruence subgroup. We say that I' is even (resp. odd)
if —Id €T (resp. Id ¢ I"). We define the projective index of I' to be

dr = [PSLy(Z) : T},
where T is the image of I in PSLy(Z).

2.2 Fundamental domains and cusps

Proposition 2.2.1. Let T be a congruence subgroup of Slis(Z), and let R be a set of
coset representatives for the quotient I'\ SLao(Z). Then the set

Dr=|J+D
YER

has the property that for any z € H there exists v € I' such that vz € Dr. Furthermore,
v is unique up to multiplication by an element of T' N {x1d}, except possibly if vz lies
on the boundary of D. We call Dr a fundamental domain for I'.

Proof. If z € H, thern there exists g € SLy(Z) and 2y € D such that g.z = zy. The coset
decomposition implies that we can express g uniquely as v '+ with v € I" and 7/ € R.
We now have

v.z2 =79.20 = .20 € Dr.

The uniqueness is left as an exercise. O

Example 2.2.2. Let I' = I'y(2). A system of representatives for the quotient I'\ SLy(Z)

(0. )0 7)) ~wsm

Using this, one can draw the fundamental domain for I'.

Note that there are now two points in its closure which do not belong to H: the cusp
oo, as well as 0.
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7‘1 -2/3  -1/2 1/2 1

Figure 2.1: A fundamental domain for I'o(2)

Definition 2.2.3. The set P'(Q), the projective line over Q, consists of Q U {co}.
We give this an action of SLy(Z) via

a b ar +b
xT = —
c d cr+d
where the right-hand-side is interpreted as 2 if x = oo, and as oo if cx +d = 0.

Proposition 2.2.4. SIy(Z) acts transitively on P(Q).

Proof. Clearly it sufficies to show that for any z € P!(Q) we can map oo to x. For
r = 0o we have 0o.1 = co. So let x = ¢ with a,c € Z coprime. Then there are r,s € Z
such that ar + ¢s =1, thus (2 7°) € SLy(Z) and (2 7*).00 = . O

c r

Note 2.2.5. An easy computation shows that the stabiliser of co in SLy(Z) is the

subgroup
SLy(Z)o — {i— ((1) i) be Z}.

It follows from Proposition 2.2.4 that we hence have a bijection

SLy(Z)/ SLy(Z) s — P(Q),
¥ SLo(Z) 0o +> y00.

Definition 2.2.6. For I' < SLy(Z) of finite index we define the set of cusps of T,
denoted by Cusps(I'), as the set of I'-orbits in I%.

Example 2.2.7. Let p be prime. Then Cusps(I'o(p)) = {[oc], [0]}.

Proof. Let * € Q with u,v € Z coprime. Then there are r,s € Z such that ur +vs =1,
so (%7°) € SLy(Z) and (¥ 7°).c0 = %. We will distinguish two cases:

vor vT

28



(1)

(2)

If p divides v then (% 7%) € To(p), so % € [o0]. Conversly, if v € T'g(p) then p
divides the denominator of v.00 by definition. So the orbit of oo is given by all

fractions 7 with p dividing the denominator v.
If v is not divisible by p we can note that
u(r+ ) +ov(s — Au) =1

and since p is not a divisor of v we find A\ € Z such that ' = r + \v € pZ.
Therefore ( *,“) € Io(p) where s’ = s — Au and ( %, *).0 = % by definition. So
4 ¢ [0]. Conversly, if (24) € T'g(p) then p does not divide d since ad — be = 1.
Thus p cannot divide the denominator of v.0. Therefore the orbit of 0 is given by

all fractions ¥ with p not dividing the denominator v.

So this is everything and there are exactly two distinct orbits as claimed. O]

Note 2.2.8. By Note 2.2.5, we see that

Cusps(y) = I'\ SL(Z)/ SL2(Z) -

In particular, we have a sujective map

SLy(Z)/ SLa(Z) s — Cusps(T).

Definition 2.2.9. If P = [t] € Cusps(I'), denote by I'; the stabilizer for ¢ in I'.

Lemma 2.2.10. Choose v € SLy(Z) such that vi(co) =t. Then

Iy =N SLa(Z)oy;

Proof. Let h € I'. Then

h el ht=t

hoy(00) = (o)

% thye(o0) = oo

Vi thye € SLa(Z)s

h € 7 SLy(Z) ey pt—1.

S

Note 2.2.11. It follows from the proof that we have an injection

L\ (77 ' SLa(Z)oy) — T\ SL2(Z),

so I'y has finite index in ;' SLy(Z) oo Ve
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Lemma 2.2.12. The subgroup
Hp =~ T, NSLy(Z)s C SLy(Z)
does not depend on the choice of representative for P, and it has finite index in SLy(7Z) .

Proof. We first show that if we have elements 7, and 4, in SLy(Z) such that ;.00 =t
and ;.00 = t, then

7 Ty N SLo(Z)se = 77 T N SLa(Z) e

Note that 7; ', fixes oo, so it is an element in SLy(Z)s, say v, 5t = g € SLy(Z)wo.
Then

Y 'T9 N SLa(Z)oo = ¢~ 7, Tyt N SLa(Z)
=g (W' TN gSLa(Z)g ") g
=, T, N SLy(Z) o

Here, we get the last equality since 7; 'T; N g SLy(Z)sg™t € SLy(Z)s and hence is
commutative, so in particular its elements commute with g.

Suppose now that we choose another element ¢ in the I'-orbit of ¢, and let v € SLy(Z)
such that .00 = t/. Then we can write vy = g7, for some g € I" which satisfies g.t = t'.
Then

Vo ' Ty =~ g Ty =, 'Ty, 1,

and hence
Y Ty N SLo(Z) oo = 7 Ty N SLa(Z) oo -

]

Lemma 2.2.13. Let H be a subgroup of finite index in SLy(Z)s, and let h be the index
of £H in SLy(Z). Then H is one of the following:

Proof. Exercise. m

Definition 2.2.14. For H = Hp, the integer hr(P) = h in Lemma 2.2.13 is called the
width of the cusp P for I'. The cusp P is

e irregular if Hp is of the form (( ' ")) (then T' is necessarily odd),

e regular if Hp is of the form ((} %)) (so I'is odd), of if Hp is of the form {+1d} x
((§1)) (so I'is even).
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Remark 2.2.15. If I' is normal in SLy(Z), the subgroup Hp does not depend on the
cusp P, and hence all the cusps have the same width and regularity.

Example 2.2.16. Let us determine the width of the two cusps in Cusps(Iy(p)).

e ¢ = [o0]: we need to determine the smallest & > 1 such that (§%) or (' ") are
in I'y(p). Hence hryp)(00) = 1, since (1) € To(p).

e ¢ = [0]: note that g.oo =0 for g = ((1) _01). Moreover

a b -1 _ d —C
MNe a)9 b a )
so (25) € g7'To(p)g if and only if b =0 mod p. In particular,

(Co(p))jg = (97 ' To(p)g) N Poo =+ ((1) plZ) :

So the width of the cusp 0 is p.

We now want to count the number of cusps for a given congruence subgroup. We need
the following group-theoretic result:

Proposition 2.2.17. Let G be a group acting transitively on a set X, and let H be a
subgroup of finite index in G.

(i) For any x € X, Stabg(x) has finite index in Stabg(x), and we have an injection
Staby (x)\ Stabg(z) — H\G
with image H\ H Stabg(x).
(ii) Let vg € X. Then there is a surjective map

H\G - H\X,
Hgw— Hg.xg

and for each x € X, the cardinality of the fibre of this map over Hx equals the
indez [Stabg(x) : Stabgy(z)].

(153) If R is a set of orbit representatives for the quotient H\ X, we have

) "[Stabg(z) : Staby (x)] =[G : H].

TER

Proof. (i) is standard.
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For (ii), the transitivity of the G-action on X implies that for all x € X, we can choose
an element g, € G such that g,.xo = z, so the map H\G — H\X is surjective. Denote
by Ty, the fibre of this map over Hz, i.e.

e ={Hg € H\G|Hg.xo = H.x}.
Writing ¢ as ¢'g,, we obtain a bijection

T, ={Hg € H\G|Hg'g,.x0 = H.x}
={Hg € H\G|Hg'.x = Hz}
= H\(H Stabg(z))
= Staby(z)\ Stabg (),

where the last equality follows from (i).
(iii) Summing over R and using (ii), we obtain

(G : H] = [H\G| =) [Tua| = ) _ [Stabg() : Staby(x)],

z€ER reR

which finishes the proof. m

Corollary 2.2.18. Let I' be a congruence subgroup. Then

> he(P)=dr
PeCusps(T)
Proof. Apply Proposition 2.2.17 to G = PSLy(Z), H =T and X = P}(Q). O

2.3 Weakly modular forms for congruence subgroups

Definition 2.3.1. Let I' < SLy(Z) be a congruence subgroup, and let &k € Z. A
function f : H — C is a weakly modular function of weight £ and level T if f is
meromorphic on H and f|yy = f for all y € .

Remark 2.3.2. Let k£ be odd and I' be even. Let f be a weakly modular function of
weight k£ and level I'. By Lemmas 2.2.12 and 2.2.13 there is A € N such that :I:(é ’f) el
SO

F=Fe(8h)=FfC+nh) and  f=fl(5 h)=—F(+h)
Hence f(z) = —f(z) for all z € H and therefore f = 0.

Example 2.3.3. Let f be weakly modular of level SLy(Z) and weight k. Then f(Nz)
is weakly modular of level I'o(NN) and weight k.
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Proof. We have

az + b aNz+ bN aNz+ bN
f<ch+d> _f( cz+d )_f(%szLd)'

If (¢5) € To(N) then (fiy %) € SLz(Z) and hence

f (%) — ((%) (Nz) + d)k F(N2) = (cz + d)FF(N2)

as required. So z — f(Nz) is weakly modular of level I'o(V). O

2.4 g-expansion at oo

Proposition 2.4.1. Let f: H — C be weakly modular of weight k and level I' and let

o If k is even or if k is odd, T' is odd and oo is a regular cusp, then there is a
meromorphic function f on the punctured disc D* such that f(z) = f(qn(z)) for
all z € B where q,(z) = e*™#/",

o [fkis odd, I is odd and oo is irregular, then there is a meromorphic function F
on D* such that f(z) = e™*/"F(q(2)) for all z € H where q,(z) = e>™*/.

Proof. By Lemma 2.2.13, at least one of £(§”#) liesin I, so
F(2) = (fle £ (31)) (2) = (FD*f (= + 1)

for all z € H.
If k is even then (£1)* =1, s0 f = f(- + k), and if T is odd and oo is regular, then
((1) }1‘) € I', so we also have f = f(- + h). In both cases we can argue as in section 1.3.
If k is odd and I is odd but oo is irregular, then —(§*) € I' and therefore

f(z)=—f(z+h) VzeH.
Define a function F' on H by F(z) = f(z)e ™*/". Then
F(z+h)=e™f(z4 h)e ™ = f(2)e ™/ = F(2).
So we can argue for F as before and get f(z) = e™*/"F(qy(2)). O

Remark 2.4.2. We can hence write f(z) as a g-expansion at oo:

£2) {ZnEZ Qoo n G it k£ is even or if £ is odd and I' is odd and regular at co
Z) =

Zne%_% Qoo n Gy it k£ is odd and I' is odd and irregular at co
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Definition 2.4.3. Let f: H — C be weakly modular of weight & and level I'.- We say
that f is meromorphic at oo if f is meromorphic at 0. Similarly we define f to be
holomorphic at oo if f is holomorphic at 0. If f is meromorphic at oo, we define

1
Voor(f) = min{n € §Z L Qoon 7 0.}
We then say f is vanishing at oo if v, r(f) > 0. If f is holomorphic at oo we define

f(00) = f(0) if k is even or if k is odd, I is odd and oo is regular
B 0, if k£ is odd and I' is odd and irregular at oo.

Remark 2.4.4. To motivate the definition vo r(f) = vo(F) + % in the irregular case
note that the additional % term ensures

Uoo,l“(fg) - Uoo,l“(f) + Voo,T (g)

since this would fail for f, g with f(z) = ™/ f(g,) and g(z) = e™*/"§(g,) without this
extra term. Moreover, note that in the irregular case f being holomorphic at oo implies
f vanishes at oc.

2.5 ¢-expansion at a cusp

To define the g-expansion at a general cusp, we need the following result:

Lemma 2.5.1. Let f: H — C be weakly modular of weight k and level I and let g €
SLs(Z)wo but not necessarily in Hy,. Then f|rg is meromorphic at oo if and only if f is.

Moreover Vo g-11¢(f|19) = Voo,r(f) and (f|rg)(c0) = f(00) if defined and if k is even.

Proof. We check that f|pg is indeed weakly modular of weight &k and level g~'T'g since

(f1x9) Ik (97 'v9) = (f1e7) kg = flrg-

Moreover we have

hy-11(00) = [SLQ(Z)OO : g—lHoog] - [SLQ(Z)OO Ho

since SLy(Z)o is abelian and ¢ € SLy(Z) .
Now let g =+(§%). Then

(£1)kf (e*mit/hg) if k is even or if k is odd, I is odd and oo is regular,
(£1)keit/hF (e2mit/hg) | if K is odd and T is odd and irregular at oo. '

(flrg)(2) = {

So f|kg is meromorphic or holomorphic at oo if and only if so is f, and the orders of
vanishing are equal. O]
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Definition 2.5.2. Let f be weakly modular of weight k£ and level I". Let P € Cusps(I")
be represented by an element ¢ € P'(Q) and choose some v, € SLy(Z) such that ;.00 = t.

Define UPI(f) = Uoo,’yflf"yt (f|k/yt)
The following proposition shows that vpr(f) is well-defined.
Proposition 2.5.3. vpr(P) is well-defined.

Proof. Suppose that v, € SLy(Z) also satisfies 7/.00 = t. then v, '/ € SLy(Z)so, s0 by
Lemma 2.5.1 applied to F|7y; we deduce that (f|kv:)|xy; 'y, = f|r7, is meromorphic at
oo if and only if so f|k~;, with the same order of vanishing.

Now let s be another representative of P, and let 75 € SLy(Z) such that vs.00 = s.
Then there exists g € I' such that g.s = t, so g.7s.00 = t, so fry: is meromorphic at co
if and only if so is f|x(g7s) = frs, with the same order of vanishing. O

Note 2.5.4. Note that we can define f(P) = (f|rg)(c0) if f is holomorphic at P and if
k is even, but if k is odd, then f(P) is only defined up to change of sign.

Definition 2.5.5. We say that f is holomorphic at P if vpr(f) > 0 and that f is
vanishing at P if vpp(f) > 0.

Definition 2.5.6. We say f is a modular function if f is meromorphic at every cusp,
f is a modular form if f is holomorphic on H and at every cusp, and f is a cusp
form if f is holomorphic on H and vanishes at every cusp.

Definition 2.5.7. Define M (I") to be the space of modular forms of level I" and S (T")
to be the space of cusp forms of level T'.

Clearly they are both complex vector spaces.

2.6 The valence formula in arbitrary levels

Definition 2.6.1. For z € H and I' < SLy(Z) of finite index we let
nr(z) = |stabp(2)] .

If np(z) > 1, we say z is an elliptic point of T

Note 2.6.2. Clearly nr(z) is 1, 2 or 3, and it is 1 unless z € SLy(Z)-orbit of i or p.
There exist only finitely many ['-orbits of elliptic points for any I', often even none at
all, for example for I'y(N) if N > 4.

Theorem 2.6.3 (The valence formula). If f is a modular function of weight k and level

I' and f # 0 then )
v.(f k dr
2 iyt 2 el = T

z€T\H PeCusps(T)

Here, dr is the projective index as defined in Definition 2.1.9.
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The proof of this will take us a while.
Definition 2.6.4. Let Vi(f) = ZzeF\H %(fz)) + Zpecusps(r) vpr(f).

Lemma 2.6.5. Let f be a modular function of level ', f # 0, and let IV < T" be another
finite index subgroup of Slo(Z). Then

Proof. Let z € H. We apply Proposition 2.2.17 with X being the I'-orbit of z, G =T
and H =T". This yields

nr(w stabp(w
Z n ( ): Z ||stabrf((w))||

wel'\H r(w) weH\X
[w]=[z] mod T
—_ =/ dF/
= Z [stabp(w) : stabp (w)] = [F : F] =
weH\X T

and since nr(w) = np(z) for all w € R,, we have

1 1 dp
Z ne(w)  nr(z) dp

wER,

Hence we have

Vw 1 dF/ Uy
ST T )T

weH\X nr(w) 2€T\H wel\H U erm nr(2)
[w]=[z] mod T’

Similarily we can argue at the cusps: If P € Cusps(I') and @) € Cusps(I'’) which maps
to P under the natural map Cusps(I") — Cusps(I'), then we have by definition

vor () = T e

Therefore we get again by Proposition 2.2.17

S we=ue) Y R =i

: ,  he(P)
Q€ECusps(I) QeCusps(I)
Q=P in Cusps(I") Q=P in Cusps(T")
and thus
dp
Z v (f) = Z Z v (f) = a Z vpr(f).
Q€eCusps(IV) PeCusps(I')  Q€Cusps(IY) r PeCusps(T)
Q=P in Cusps(T")

This finishes the proof. n
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Lemma 2.6.6. For any g € SLo(Z) we have

Vo-1rg(flrg) = Vo(f).

Proof. We clearly have v.(f|rg) = vg.(f) for any z € H and n,-1r,(2) = nr(gz) since
stabr(gz) = g(staby-1r,(2))g~". Hence

Z Uz(f|kg) _ Z ng(.f)

2€(g—1Tg)\H ngilrg(z) gz€l\'H nF('gz)

This deals with the non-cusp terms in the valence formular. But similarily we can check
that vp(flrg) = vep(f) for all P € Cusps(I'), so the cusp terms in Vj-1p,(f|rg) and
Vr(f) are also equal. =

Now we can finally proof the valence formula.

Proof of theorem 2.6.3. Let I be any finite index subgroup of SLy(Z) which is normal
and contained in I". (Note that such a group exists since I' is a congruence subgroup.)

Then p
Velf) = o V()

by Lemma 2.6.5. Let d = drv and choose gi,...,ga € SLa(Z) such that gi,...,gq are
coset representatives for PSLy(Z)/I". Define

d

F(z) = [ [(flkg:)(2)-

=1

Then F' is weakly modular of weight dk for the full modular group SLy(Z), and mero-
morphic at co. Hence by Theorem 1.5.10, we have

dk k
VSLQ(Z) (F) — E = VF/(F) — d2§

since Vi (F) = d Vgr,y(z)(F) by Lemma 2.6.5 But we can easily check that

d d
Vi (F) =Y Vi flegs) = D Vyrirg, (Flegs) = dVi(f)
i=1 i=1

where we obtain the last two equalities since I"” is normal and applying Lemma 2.6.6.
Hence

dk kdr
Vr/(f)—ﬁ = Vr(f)—ﬁ7
which finishes the proof. O
Corollary 2.6.7. My(I") is empty for any k < 0 and for any T

Proof. Clear since the left hand side of the valence formula must be non-negative. [
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Corollary 2.6.8 (" The unreasonable effectiveness of modular forms in number theory”).
Let k € Z and suppose f and g are modular forms of weight k and level I', and their
q-expansions agree up to degree X so up to and including q;" where m = L%J and

2
h="h(l'). Then f =g.

Proof. We have voor(f —g) > 1+ Lk er > kfl;, which yields a contradiction to Theorem

2.6.3 unless f — g =0. [
Corollary 2.6.9. For any k > 0 and any finite index subgroup I' < SLy(Z) we have

dim (M,(T)) < 1+ V;;FJ

In particular My(T") is finite dimensional.

Proof. Let m = [E% | and h = hoo(T'). Consider the linear map Mj(I') — C™*! mapping
f to the coefficients up to ¢;" in its g-expansion. By Corollary 2.6.8 this map is injective,
hence dim(M (")) < m + 1. O

Remark 2.6.10.

(i) It can be shown that if —1 € ' and k is any non-negative even integer or if I is
odd and k£ is any non-negative integer then

Am(M (1) > (15 — V)dr.

(ii) In Diamond & Shurman there are precise formulae for the dimsion of My(T").

2.7 Eisenstein series revisited

Recall that SLy(Z)s = £(§ %), and let SLQ(Z)+ = (%) CSLy(Z)s

Proposition 2.7.1. (a) Let g,¢' € SLy(Z), g = (}) and ¢ = (%Y. Thenc= ¢
and d = d' if and only if there is an gOO € SLy(Z )+ such that ¢ = gsog.

(b) For (¢,d) € Z2 there exists v € SLo(Z) with bottom row (c,d) if and only if
ged(c, d

) =
Proof. For (a) note that
R d —b\ [(dd—Vc —db+Va\ (1 ab —d'b +
g9 = (c d) (—c a ) 0 —cb+da ) \0 1 € SLa(Z)
Part (b) is clear since ged(c, d) divides det (7). O

Corollary 2.7.2. The mapping (‘CL g) — (c,d) gives a bijection
SLo(Z)E\ SLa(Z) — {(c,d) € Z*: ged(c,d) = 1}.
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We will now motivate the definition of a generalised Eisenstein series using this bijec-
tion.

Note 2.7.3. Observe that 1](24) = (cz 4+ d) 7%, so 1 is SLy(Z) 1 -invariant. Hence the
unnormalised level 1 Eisenstenstein series G (z) can be written as

1 > < 1 )
Y == D). ——
(e, d)eZ2\{0} (cz+d) =1\ (edyez? (cz +d)
ged(e,d)=r
(5 T i
— (Dez? (cz+d)
ged(c,d)=1

< ) ( E j(),Z) k)
[v]€SL2(Z) 3\ SL2(Z)
C

> iy 2) 7

[V]GSLz( )%\ SL2(2)

Definition 2.7.4. Let I" be a congruence subgroup of SLy(Z), and let I'l, = TNSLy(Z) 1
For k > 3, define
Grroo= 3 J(1.2)7"

~eLTA\D

Proposition 2.7.5. The function Gir . @5 a weakly modular function of weight k and
level T'.

Proof. It can be shown that the sum defining G, r o converges absolutely and uniformly
on compact subsets of H. Thus Gjr is well-defined and holomorphic. Moreover,
Grr.eo 1s also clearly I'-invariant under the weight k action. O

Proposition 2.7.6. If either k is even or if k is odd and I' is reqular at oo, then Gjr
is a modular form of weight k and level T', which does not vanish at oo, but at all other
cusps. Conversly, if k is odd and I' is irregular at oo, then Giroo = 0.

Proof. First suppose that k is odd and I'" is odd and irregular at oo, so g = (_01 _"1) el
for some n € Z. Then g ¢ T} and

i 2) 4y, 2) = (cz+ d)f + (=) (cz + d)F =0

for all v € I'. Hence the terms in the sum defining G r o, cancel out, so Gy = 0.
Now let k be even or let k be odd and I' regular at co. We compute G ro(00). We
have

—k .f —
lim (cz+d)* = 4 te=0 (2.1)
S(z)—o0 0 ifc#0
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Note also that for v = (¢ %), we have ¢ = 0 if and only if v € I's.. Thus

GkI,OO(OO): lim ka,m(z)

= lim Y (2"

S(z)—o00
verf\leo

which takes the following values:

T odd ' odd
[' even oo regular oo irregular
k even 2 1 2
k odd 0 1 0

I\l | £Id | Id [ (Id, (7'}))

Now let P be a cusp different from oo. Let ¢t be a representative of P, and choose
v € SLa(Z) such that ;.00 = t.
Then by definition, we have

Grroo(P) = (Grr ool Vt) (00).

But

Grreclin) ()= 32 jlma)™ = 30 )™

YETEAT YEL TNy

Claim: any g = (¢%) € I'y, has ¢ # 0.

Proof of claim: if g = v7; had ¢ = 0, then g € SLy(Z) s, 50 v € SLy(Z)ooy; ' NT. But
any element in SLy(Z)s7; ' maps t to oo, which gives a contradicton since P # oo, i.e.
t does not lie in the I'-orbit of co. We therefore deduce from (2.1) that

Grroo(P) = (Grroolkt) (00) = 0.

In particular G, r |9 is bounded as J(z) — oo for all g € SLy(Z), so G .« is indeed
a modular form. O

Note 2.7.7. We have constructed a modular form that doesn’t vanish at oo for all pairs
(k,T') where this isn’t trivially impossible.

Corollary 2.7.8. Let I be a congruence subgroup, let P € Cusps(l'), and let k > 3. If
k is odd, assume that P is reqular and that T" is odd. Then there is a modular form in
My (T') does not vanish at P but at all other cusps.

Proof. Let t be a representative of P, and choose v; € SLy(Z) such that ;.00 = t. Define
Grrp = Grgirgeo |k 97"

Then Gir p is a modular form of weight k£ and level I' which does not vanish at P but
at all other cusps, by Proposition 2.7.6. O
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Note 2.7.9. The Eisenstein series G p is well-defined if k is even, and in this case
independent of the choice of ¢t. But if k is odd Gy p is only well-defined up to sign.

Definition 2.7.10. We define &;(I") as the subspace of M(I") spanned by the Gy r p’s.
Note 2.7.11. We have

| Cusps(T)], if k£ is even

dim(&,(T)) = '
lm< k( )) {’ Cuspsreg(r)‘, if kis odd and I' is odd

Example 2.7.12. Let p be prime and I' = I'y(p). Then Cusps(I') = {0, oo}, both cusps
are regular (see Example 2.2.16), and I is even. So the case k odd is trivial. For k > 4
an even integer there are two Eisenstein series: Gy oo and Gy .

o Gjr.o: by the definition of I'y(p) and Proposition 2.7.1 we have

1
Guroe= 2. (oyap

(c,d)ez?
ged(e,d)=1
ple

e Gjro: note that we have S.co =0 for S = (9 ') and

S7ITS = {(Z Z) : p didivdes b} =:T%p).

Now clearly
e ={G")}
and T°(p)=\I'°(p) can be identified with the set

{(c,d) € Z* — {0} : ged(c,d) =1, ptd}

Grro(2) = (Gk,FO(m,oolk ((1) _01)) ()

Hence

1
- ¥ o

(c,d)ez?
ged(e,d)=1
pte
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Thus we have

Grroo(2) + Gero(2) = Grsiy(z),0(2) = 2E5(2).

Finally consider

2E(pz) = ) 1

W (cpz + d)+
gccf(c,d):l

Note that if (¢,d) € Z* with ged(c,d) = 1, then ged(pe, d) = 1 unless p divides d.

So
1 1
2B(p2) = Y, ot DL oo
Doz (cz +d) ez (pcz + d)
ged(e,d)=1 ged(e,d)=1
ple pld

We can check that

{(pc,d): ged(c,d) = 1,pld} = {(pc,pd): ged(c,d) =1,ptct,

which gives us

2F Grroo + = Grroo + 0 *Grro.
k(pZ) kT (ZZQ p —|—pd kT, p kI,0

ged(e,d)=
pfc

Hence & (I") is spanned by Fj(z) and Ej(pz). Note that we have also shown that
E)(pz) is p~* at cusp 0.



3 Hecke operators

3.1 Double cost operators

It turns out that the space Mg (') has a very interesting structure: it is a module over
a commutative ring, classed the Hecke algebra.

Lemma 3.1.1.

1. If T is a congruence subgroup and o € GLo(Q)", then SLy(Z) Na 'Ta is also a
congruence subgroup.

2. Any two congruence subgroups are commensurable: we have
[T NIy < o and [y : Ty Ny
Proof. 1. Let N > 1 such that I'(N) C T, and such that Na € My(Z) and Na~! €
Ms5(Z). Then one can check that
al'(N*)a™' CT(N) C T,

so I'(N3) C a 'Ta.
2. Note that there is some M > 1 such that I'(M) C T'; N T. O

Definition 3.1.2. Let GL3 (Q) denote the set of invertible 2 x 2 matrices over Q with
positive determinant. Let I';, 'y be congruence subgroups, and let o € GL3 (Q). The
double coset I'jal'y is the set

[al'y = {may|m € T, 72 € e}

Note 3.1.3. Multiplication gives a left (resp. right) action by I'y; (resp. by I's) on
I'yal'y. We can hence decompose the double coset into I'-orbits:

FlOzFQ = U Flﬁj-
J

We will see in a moment that this decomposition is finite.

Proposition 3.1.4. Let 'y, T's be congruence subgroups, and let o € GLo(Q)". Let
F3 == (oflf‘la) N FQ.
Then the map o — I'yays induces a bijection

Fg\rg = Fl\FlaFQ.
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Proof. Consider the map
FQ — FQ\(FlOéF2>, Yo — FlOé’)/Q.

The map is clearly surjective, and two elements 72,7, get mapped to the same element
if and only if
[ay = F1047§ = 7&72_1 €a anTs.

Note 3.1.5. By Lemma 3.1.1 (2), we have [I'y : I'3] < 0.

Corollary 3.1.6. Let I's = |JT's7; be a coset decomposition of I's\I's. Then

Flafg = U Flcwj

is an orbit decomposition (so Tyary; NTiary; = 0 if i # j). In particular, the number of
orbits of I'yal'y under the action of I'y s finite.

Note 3.1.7. Note that the action of SLy(R) on H extends naturally to GL3 (R).
Definition 3.1.8.
(i) Let k € Z. For a function f: H — C and (2}) € GL3 (R) we define

(f\k (‘C‘ Z)) (2) = (ad — b)*\(cz + )" f (Ziz) .

(ii) Let I';,T'y < SLy(Z) of finite index, ¢ € GL3 (Q) and let 3y,...,8, € GLy(Q)*
be an orbit decomposition I'igl'y = |JI'15; as in Corollary 3.1.6. For f weakly
modular of weight k£ and level I'; we define

Fli [TagTa) =Y fliBi
=1

Proposition 3.1.9. f|i[["1gl's] is independent of the choice of the (5;’s, and it is weakly
modular of weight k and level T's.

Proof. If p1,..., 5. is another set of coset representatives then we see that s = r. So we
can reorder such that ; = v;5, for some v; € I'y. Hence f|xf; = f|rfB;, so f|x[[19Ts] is
independent of the choice of the ;’s.

In particular, if 51, ..., 3, is one such choice then so is (17, ..., 5,72 for any v, € I's.
Hence the sum

Z fleBi = Z fle(Biv) = (Z FleB)ls,
i=1 i—1 i—1

so Y i, flkBi is weakly modular of weight k& and level I's. O
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Note 3.1.10. Note that acting on the right of f|z[I'1gI's] by 'y is effectively permuting
summands.

Proposition 3.1.11. If f is a a modular form or a cusp form of level I'y then so is
flk[C19Ts] of level Ts.

Proof. 1If f is a modular function, a modular form or a cusp form of level I'; then so is
each term f|.f3; of level 3;'T'13; N SLy(Z). Hence all the f|.f3; are of the same type of
level I := SLy(Z) N Ni_, B, 'T18; N T’y and thus so is f|x[T1gT).

But all of the properties for a function being a modular function, a modular form or
a cusp form of some level I' are satisfied ifthese properties are already satisfied at any
smaller level IV C T" of finite index. So we can descend from I to I's. O

Remark 3.1.12. We thus have a map

M (D7) 22 ap ().

This map preserves cusp forms and hence induces a map

Examples 3.1.13. (1) If g7'I';g = 'y then I'i\gl'y = T'yg = gI's. So the map f
fle[l1gT2] is just f— flrg.

(2) More generally, if g7'T'1g D T'y then this map is still f — f|zg, but it is not an
isomorphism anymore.

(3) If 'y DT and g = Id, then I';gT'y = T'y, and I'y = I'y. Id is an orbit decomposition.
Then fi|[T192] = fx Id = f. This just says that M(I';) is a subgpace of M (I's).

(4) Suppose I'y C T’y and g = 1. Then the o;’s are just coset representatives for I';\I'y
and we are sending

Fe ) flr

’yEFl\FQ

This is a surjective map My(T';) — Mi(I's). The restriction of this map to
M, (Ty) € M(Ty) is just the multiplication by the index [['y : T';]. (The map
is called the "trace map” from level I'; to level I's.)

(5) The last example is a much more subtle one. Let I' = I'y = I'y = SLy(Z) and
g= ((1)2) for some prime p. Then

IN (g 'Tg) =Tp) = { (i Z) - p divdes b} .
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One can check that I'°(p)\I is given by the coset representatives ( )jzo .y and
((1) _01)- So for f € M (I") we have

=S5 0) (6 D] -G 2 ()]
:jzoﬂk(l > flk(p 01)
_ ; Pt () ety ().

But f is a modular form of level SLy(Z), so

ot (<o) = (e (T ) 09 = s

Therefore we get

L (247

f ( ) +p" 7 f(p2).
4 p
We extract the following lemma from Example (5).

Lemma 3.1.14. Let H be the subgroup of SLo(Z/pZ) consisting of the lower-triangular
matrices. Then we have

H\ SLy(Z/pZ) = |_| Ha; U Hp,

where a; = (7)) for j=0,....,p—1and 8= (973").
Definition 3.1.15. (a) Let I'1,I'y < SLy(Z) of finite index. We define R(I'1,I'2) to
be the C-vector space with basis the symbols [[';gI's] for each g € T';\ GL (Q)/Ts.
(b) Let I'1, 'y, I's < SLy(Z) of finite index. We define a multiplication
R(Ty,T) x R(T,T3) — R(I'1, Ty).
For [I'1gl's] € R(I'1,Ty) and [[2hI'5] € R(T9, ') write

s t
FlgFQ = Hfl)\z and thrg = HFQ,LL]'.

i=1
We define
[FlgFQ] X [thrg] = Z Cy - [Fl'ng]
Y€1\ GL] (Q)/T3
where

cy = {4, 5) € {1,...,s} x{1,...,t}: \ip; € Ty}
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Remark 3.1.16. It is tedious to check that this definition is indeed well-defined, so
independent of the choice of A; and p;, and that this multiplication is associative, so

C1gTs] x ([Fth,,] X [ngm) _ ([Flgfg] X [PQhr3]> % [[3Tal.

Moreover, we have to check that the introduced multiplication satisfies

f|k<[F19F2] X [thF3]> = (flk[F19F2]>|k[F2hF3]-

In particular, R(I') := R(I',T') is a ring and M(I') and Si(I") are right modules over it.

3.2 The Hecke algebra of I';(N)

Lemma 3.2.1. Let T be any congruence subgroup containing T'(N). If p is a prime
which is comprime to N, then I' surjects onto SLo(Z/pZ) under reduction (mod p).

Proof. Tt is clearly sufficient to prove the result for I' = T'(NV). We know by Strong
Approximation (Question Sheet 4) that the map

SLo(Z) — SLo(Z/NpZ)
is sujective. Since N and p are coprime, we have
SLo(Z/NpZ) = SLo(Z/NZ) x SLo(Z/pZ),
so we deduce that the map
SLo(Z) = SLo(Z/NZ) x SLe(Z/pZ), z+— (z (mod N), z (mod p))

is surjective. It follows that for any element A € SLy(Z/pZ) there exists A € SLy(Z)
which maps to (Id, A). Since

['(N) = ker (SLy(Z) — SLy(Z/NZ)) ,
this finishes the proof. O
Proposition 3.2.2. Let p be prime, N > 1 and I' = To(N) or I' = T';(N).

(i) If p divides N then
-1
10 g 1 i
F(o p)r_gr<o p).

(i1) If p does not divide N then

—1
10\, 7 1 p 0
o)=L ) o)

1=

where v = 1 in the case of Io(N) and v = (& }) in the case of I'1(N) with a,b

being any integers such that ap —bN = 1.
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Proof. Let g = (é 2) For ' =Tg(N) or I' =T';(N), let

I'=Tn (g 'Tyg).
We need to find representatives for the quotient I"\I'.
1. Assume p1{ N.
Now for I' = T'g(NN), we have

= {(CCL 2) : p divides b, N divides c}

and for I' =I'; (V) that

r_ a b\ pdivides b, N divides ¢
- c d/° a=d=1 modN '

Hence in both cases the image I" = I (mod p) is (£?) C SLs(Z/pZ), and by
Lemma 3.1.14 we have

'\ SLy(Z/pZ) = |_| Ma, UT'B,

By Lemma 3.2.1, we know that there exists lifts of the coset representatives to I'.
For @;, this is easy: we take the lift a; = (3 7).

For I3, we need to find an element (3 of Iy(N) or I';(N) whose reduction (mod p)

lies in the coset
() (V") = (27) SL2(Z/pZ).
This will be satisfied by any matrix § € I which

o for I' =T'y(N), is of the form (]7\’,‘2 g) with a, b, ¢, d € Z such that pad — Nbc =
1.

o for I' =T';(N), is of the form (]7\’,“0 Z) with a, b, ¢, d € Z such that pad — Nbc =
1, and such that
pa=d=1 (mod N).

We make the spicific choice that ¢ = d = 1; it is then easy to see that we can
find a, b which satisfy pa — Nb = 1; note that this automatically implies that
pa =1 (mod N).

Hence we obtain the decomposition

p—1
I = JTo,uT'B

7=0

= ( ) UF’ ), LUT(§9)8.
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Now write
1 0\ (pa b\ [(a b p 0
0 p) \Nc d) \Nc pd) \0 1)’
1o\ p a b p 0
F(Op)ﬁ_F(Nc pd) (0 1)'

. a
In the case I' = ['y(N), the matrix (Nc od

ras=r(h 7).

For I' = I'1 (V) and our choice ¢ = d = 1, we get the claimed result.

SO we can write

> is an element of I', so we have

2. Assume p|N. Then one can check that ( } )] o | Is a set of coset representatives

77777

for (TN g~ 'T'g)\I', so we don’t need «, since any element of I" has diagonal entries
coprime to p.

Corollary 3.2.3. Let I' =T'o(N) or I' =T'1(N), and let f € M(T).

1. If p dwides N, then

10 18- (z+@)
r r = -
6oz (5
2. If p does not divide N, then

(o )] =%Zf<+> P () (),

where v is as in Proposition 3.2.2. In particular, in the case I' = T'g(N) the term
flxy reduces to f.

Definition 3.2.4. Write T}, for the operator [Fl(n) (é 2) Fl(N)] :

3.2.1 Diamond operators

Definition 3.2.5. Let N > 1. A Dirichlet charachter mod N is a homomorphism
X:(Z/NZ)* — C*.
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Example 3.2.6. The map
(/A7) - C*, 1+—1, 3+— —1

is a Dirichlet character mod 4. In particular, it is the only non-trivial character mod 4.
An example of a character mod 13 is the map

(Z/13Z)* — C*, 2 — ™/,
which is well-defined since 2 generates (Z/137Z)*.

Note 3.2.7. If M divides N any Dirichlet character mod M induces a character mod
N.

Definition 3.2.8. We say a character y is primitive if it is not induced from a character
(mod M) for any M dividing N, M < N.

Example 3.2.9. The characters in Example 3.2.6 above are primitive characters. How-
ever, the character
X:(Z/82)" - C*, 1,5+—1, 3,7+ —1

is not primitve since it comes from the above character mod 4.

Note 3.2.10. If x is a Dirichlet character (mod N), it can be extended to a map
X : Z — C by the recipe

The resulting function is multiplicative: it satisfies
X(dids) = x(d1)x(d2) Vdy,dy € Z.
Lemma 3.2.11. The map
t:To(N) = (Z/NZ)*, (¢8)+—d (mod N)
is well-defined, and it induces an isomorphism
Io(N)/Th(N) = (Z/NZ)*.

Definition 3.2.12. Let d € (Z/NZ)* , and let g € I'y(N) such that «(g) = d (mod N).
Then the diamond operator (d) is the double coset operator I'i(N)gl'1(N) € R(T'1(N)).

Note 3.2.13. Since I'y(N) is normal in I'y(N), we have
Li(N)gI'i(N) =T1(N)g = gI' (N).

The map
(Z/NZ)* = R(T1(N)),  d+~(d)

is hence a group homomorphism, and we get an action of (Z/NZ)* by linear operators
on M(T'1(N)) and Sk(T'1(N)).
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Recall the following result from the representation theory of finite groups:

Proposition 3.2.14. Let V' be any complex vector space with an action of (Z/NZ)* by
linear operators. Then
- @ v

x: (Z/NZ)X —»Cx

where
V¥={veV:gv=x(g) v forallge (Z/NZ)"}.

Definition 3.2.15. Let x be a Dirichlet character. We define My (I'y(N),x) as the
x-eigenspace My (I';(N))X for the action of (Z/NZ)*. In other words,

Mi(Ty(N), x) = {f € Mp(T1(N)) : {d)f = x(d)f Vvd e (Z/NZ)"}.

This is called the space of modular forms of weight £, level N and character Y.
We similarly define Si(I'1(NV), x)-

Example 3.2.16. If 1, is the trivial character mod N then
M (T1(N),1y) = Mp(T'o(N)).
To see this consider f € M(I'1(N),1y). Then for all g € I'o(N) we have
fleg = o)) f = [.

Note 3.2.17. We have M, (T';(N),x) = {0} unless x(—1) = (—1)*.

3.2.2 Hecke operators on g-expansions

Definition 3.2.18. Define the following two operators on formal g-expansions: let ¢ =
e?™% and define

Up‘f = Z anpqna
Vof =3 aug

Lemma 3.2.19. If f =37 a,q", then
e
- — k )
P =0 0 »p
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Proof. Note that if ¢, = e%, then

p—1 .
S = {p if p|n
g 0

e if ptn

Now

)

p—1 1 L p—1 o
Zf\k<0 ‘é)zp’“ pk;f( p]

7=0
1 p—1 oo .
B
p 7=0 n=0
e’} 1 p—1
2minz .
=2 e v | Z@?)
n=0 <p =0
=U,.f
by Lemma 3.2.19. The statement for V,, is clear.
Theorem 3.2.20. If f € My(I'y(N)), then
— Up-f if p|N
T,.f = 1 ‘
Up-f + 0" Volp)-f ifpt N

Proof. Immediate from Corollary 3.2.3 and Lemma 3.2.19.
Corollary 3.2.21. If f € M(I'y(N), x), then for all p we have

Tpf = Up-f +Xx(0)p* 'V, f.
Note 3.2.22. Recall that x(p) =0if p | N.

Example 3.2.23. Consider the Eisenstein series

Claim. Ej(z) is an eigenform for all 7}, and
T,.Ey = op1(p)Ey, = (14 p* ) E.
Proof of claim. By Theorem 3.2.20, we have for any f € My (I'1(1))
n(Ty-f) = an(Up-f) + 0" an(Vp. f) = anp(f) + 0"y (),
where we understand that a,/,(f) = 0 if p{ f. Hence

ao(TyEr) = ao(Ex) + p* ' ao(Er) = o-1(p).
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For n > 1, we get

2k

an(T,.Ex) = B, (Uk_l(np) +pk710k—1(n/p)) )

where o;_1(n/p) = 0 if p t n. We now want to show that
or_1(pn) + p" o1 (n/p) = or_1(n)or_1(p) Vn > 1.
e For p{ p, this is just the multiplicativity of oy_;.
e if p|n, write n = p®m with p{ m. Then we need to show that
o1 (P m) + p* o1 (p° ' m) = o1 (p)ok—1 (p°m)
& o1 () + "o (077 = ore 1 (p) o1 (0°). (3.1)

since p and m are coprime. But (3.1) can easily seen to be true.

3.2.3 The Hecke algebra

Definition 3.2.24. For A € Q* write R, for the Hecke operator [Fl(N)(()\ g)Fl(N)}.
Define 7(I'1(IV)) as the subalgebra of R(I'1(N)) generated by the operators T}, Ry and
(d) for all primes p, A € Q* and d € (Z/NZ)*.

Proposition 3.2.25. The algebra T (I'1(N)) is commutative.
We will only sketch the proof:

Proof. The R)’s commute with everything since (é g) is central in GLj (Q) and the
(d)’s commute with each other. So it remains to show that the 7,’s commute with each
other and with the (d)’s.

We will first show that for p, ¢ distinct primes, we have

1 0

Tqu = Tqu = FI(N) (0 nq

) T, (N).

To simplify the notation, let I' = I';(IV). Recall the multiplication in R(I'): write
T, =Ty, T, = | |TB;, with o; € F(ég)r, B € F((l]g)F. (Of course we know what
the oy, ; are explicitly, but we do not use that here.) Then

1,1, = Z ¢y - M7,
¥€M\GL$ (Q)/T

where ¢, == [{(7,7): 2;8; € I'v}|.
Claim. For all a« e T(§9)T, 8 € I'(§9)T, we have

af € F((l)poq).
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Proof of claim. Note that af has determinant pq, so by the Smith normal form we
have a8 € SLa(Z)(§ ) SL2(Z). One can show that since a8 = (§ ;) mod N we in

0 pq
fact have
1 *
ap el I
0 (0 pQ)

This proves that the product 7,7, is a constant multiple of T'y(N)(§ 5 )T1(N) and
one can check that this constant is indeed one.

It remains to check that T,(d) = (d)T,,. Let v = (¢4) as in the definition of (d). Note
that since I'; (V) is normal in I'y(/V) we have

(@5, = @) [0 (3o

=T1(N) (" Tu(N)y ™) (7 (1 0) 7‘1) 7Ti(N)

0 p
- |rnn ()] @.

But (§p)y~" has determinant p and is (§5) mod N. By multiplying on the right

by some power of (§1) € T'1(N) we can make this be (§9) mod N. So it is in

L1(N)(69)T1(N) and thus T, (d) = (d) T,,. O

0p

Definition 3.2.26. For a prime power n = p", r > 2, we define T,, by

o (1), if p divides N,
r Ty—T, — pR,T,— (p), if p does not divide N.

For general n = pi* ... p;" we define T, = T .. T

Note 3.2.27. We have T,, € T(I';(N)) for all n € N by definition. In particular all T},’s
commute.

Proposition 3.2.28. Let f € M(I'1(N)), and let m,n be comprime. Then an(T,f) =
A (f). In particular, we have ai(T, f) = an(f).

Proof. First a prime power n = p”. By induction and using proposition 3.2.20 we get

Ty (f) =3 anr (g™ + 0"ty ((0) £) "

2

+ pQ(k_l) Z Appr—2 (<p>2 f) qnp
n=0

+ o P () e
n=0

o4



If n=pi'...pF with ged(n, m) =1, then

am(Tnf) = am(Tpgl ce szk f) = ampql ((Tpgz c. szk f) = ... = a’mpr

1

ok ().
O

Remark 3.2.29. For general m,n (not necessarily comprime), one can show (exercise)
that

an(Tuf) = > d" lam ((d)f).

d|ged(m,n)

Proposition 3.2.30. For all x mod N the operators T,, preserve the subspaces My(I'1(N), x)
and Sk(I'1(N),x) of Mk(T'1(N)) and Sk(I'1(N)).

Proof. This follows from the commutativity of 7 (I';(/N)) as commuting operators pre-
serve each others eigenspaces. O]

Definition 3.2.31. We say f € My(I'1(V)) is an Hecke eigenform (or just eigenform)

if it is a simultaneous eigenvector for all the operators in 7 (I';(V)) (i.e. for all the T s
and (d)’s).

A normalized Hecke eigenform is an eigenform satisfying a1(f) = 1.

Note 3.2.32. Let f € Mi(I'1(IN)) be an eigenform, say T,,.f = A\, f for all n. Then

an(f) = ar1(Tnf) = Aar(f) Yn > 1.

It follows that if a,(f) = 0, then a,(f) = 0 for all n > 1, so f is constant. Therefore a
non-constant eigenform must have a;(f) # 0, and it may be scaled to be a normalized
eigenform.

Theorem 3.2.33. Let f € My(I'1(N)) be a normalized eigenform. Then the eigenvalues
of the Hecke operators T, on f are the coefficients of the g-expansion of f at the cusp
oo we have

To.f =an(f) - f VYn>1.

Proposition 3.2.34. Let f € M(I'1(N), x) be a modular form with q-expansion ), -, an(f)q"
at oo. Then f is a normalized eigenform if and only if

1 G,l(f) = 1,’
i A (f) = am(f)an(f) for all m,n comprime;
it ap (f) = ap(f)ap—1(f) — p" " Ix(p)ay—2(f) for all primes p and all r > 2.

Proof. The implication = follows directly from Definition 3.2.26 and Theorem 3.2.33.
Conversely, if f € M(I'1(N), x) satisfies properties (i)-(iii), then f is already normalized,
so we need to show that it satisfies

am(Tp-f) = ap(fam(f) Vp prime, Vm > 1.
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If p ¥ m, then it follows from Proposition 3.2.28 that a,,(T,.f) = am,(f), which by (ii)

is equal to a,,(f)a,(f). If m = p"m’ with p{m/, then by Remark 3.2.29 we have
am(Tpf> = alp”‘lm’(f) + X(p)pkilap’“—lm’(f»

Using (ii) and (ii), this can be shown to be equal to a,(f)a.(f) as required. O

Question. Do such normalized eigenforms actually exist?
Example 3.2.35.

1. A non-Eisenstein eigenform is given by A € S15(SLy(Z)). This is clear since all T;,
preserve S5 and Sio is spanned by A. Moreover A is obviously normalized. Let
7(n) = a,(A). Then

T(mn) = 7(m)71(n)
for m and n coprime by Proposition 3.2.34. This shows a statement which was
made in the prologue of this lecture.

2. Similarly we can show that the cusp forms F4A, EsA, E2A, EyEgA and E2EgA
of level (SLy(Z)) and weight 16, 18, 20, 22 and 26 are normalized eigenforms since
the corresponding spaces of cusp forms are one-dimensional.

3. More interesting is the case k = 24 since Sy4(SL2(Z)) is two-dimensional. It can
easily be shown that Sy;(SLo(Z)) is spanned by f; = E3A and fo = A% The
g-expansion of these are given by

fi = q +696¢* + 162252¢° + 128318089¢" + . ..
fi =% —48¢° +1080¢" + .. ..

We want to know how 75 acts on this basis. By the formula in the proof of
Proposition 3.2.28, we have

Ty(f1) = (696¢ + 128318089¢° +...) + 2% (¢* + 696¢" + . . .)
= 696q + 136706697 + . ..
and
Ty(f2) = (q+1080¢ +...) +2% (¢" +...)
= ¢+ 1080¢> + . ..
In terms of the given basis we therefore have
Ty(f1) = 696 f, + 136222281 f,
T5(f2) = f1+ 384 fa.
Thus 75 is given by the matrix

696 1
136222281 384 )

Open conjecture (Maeda’s conjecture). The Galois group of the splitting field of the
characteristic polynomial of Ty on Sk(SLe(Z)) is as large as possible, so isomorphic to
the symmetric group Sym(d) where d = dim(Sy).
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3.3 The Petersson product

The aim of this section is to define a Hermitian inner product on the space Si(I';(N)).

Lemma 3.3.1. Let U C H be a closed set whose boundary consists of finitely many line
segments and circle arcs. Let, f: U — C be a continuous function, and let v € SLy(R).

Then e d drd
| or0=E = [ s
zeU ~—1U

2
) )
where we write z = x + 1y.

Proof. We view H as an open subset of R? with coordinates (z,y) and v = (‘; g) as a

differentiable map H — H. Write

n@y) =Ry(z+iy) and  p(ry) = Sv(z+iy).
The Jacobian matrix of v at a point z = x + 1y is
o On
)
oy Oy

Since « is holomorphic, it satisfies the Cauchy-Riemann equations

and we have

Hence
&n @ / 2
!Mz‘(ﬁ i)\zwzn |

On the other hand we have

o ()2 = a(cz+d) — c(az +b) 2 B 1 ~ (S(2) 2
TR (cz + d)? Tezt+dt T\ S(r) )
since $(gz) = %. This yields
dx dy dx dy
O IR LA =
7O = [ 10
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Remark 3.3.2. What we have shown that the differential 2-form dxy%dy is SLy(R)-
invariant.

Notation. Let I' < SLy(Z) be a finite index subgroup, let R be a set of coset repres-
entatives for I'\ PSLy(Z) and let D be the fundamental domain as defined in theorem
1.2.2. We then denote the union UWGR ~vD by Dr.

Lemma 3.3.3. Let F': H — C be a continuous function with is I'-invariant, i.e.

F(y.2) = F(2) Vyel,zeH.

dx dy
/ F<Z) )
ZGD[‘ y

does not depend on the coice of the system of coset representatives R.

Then the value of the integral

Proof. Immediate from Lemma 3.3.1. O]

Definition 3.3.4. We define the following regions around the cusps: For Y > 0, let
Uy ={o+iyet: 2] <1/2,y > Y}

Note 3.3.5. The fundamental domain Dr is the union of some compact set K C H and
the set
vUy{v.2]y € R, z € Uy }.

Lemma 3.3.6. Let F be as in Lemma 3.3.3. Suppose that for all v € SLy(Z) there exist
real numbers c, > 0 and e, < 1 such that

|F(v.2)] < ¢ - (3(2) Vz with (z2) sufficiently large. (3.2)
Then the integral
dxd
/ P& (3.3)
z€Drp y

CONVETGES.

Proof. The restriction of the integral (3.3) to K clearly converges since K is compact. It
therefore remains to show that the integral converges on each of the sets vUy for v € R.

By Lemma 3.3.1, we have
dx dy dx dy
[t | reat
ZG'YUZ y zeU, y

.. dxdy
< ¢y Y
zeUy y

=c, / Y 2dy.
y=Y

This converges since e, < 1 by assumption. [
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